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REVIEWS 


entirely of practical suggestions arranged systematically to the various 
regions of the body. In scope the work is very complete; and it 
contains many practical points for the student and practitioner 
which are difficult to locate in general text-books on surgery. The 
book may be recommended thoroughly for the purpose the authors 
had in view in preparing it. J. A. K. 


Epoch-making Contributions to Medicine, Surgery, and the 
Allied Sciences. Collected by C. N. B. Camac, M.D., of 
New York. Pp. 435. Philadelphia and London: W. B. 
Saunders Co., 1909. 

Dr. Camac has placed us under considerable obligation by col¬ 
lecting in a single volume eight of the important contributions 
that have significantly influenced medical thought and practice— 
really epoch-making contributions. These are Antisepsis, by 
Lord Lister; The Circulation of the Blood, by William Harvey; 
Percussion of the Chest, by Leopold Auenbrugger; Auscultation 
and the Stethoscope, by R. .T. H. Laennec; Vaccination against 
Smallpox, by Edward Jenner; Anesthesia, by William T. G. Morton; 
and Puerperal Fever, by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Dr. Camac very 
truthfully points out that we may turn for inspiration and knowledge 
to these early writings, stating that “in many instances subsequent 
writers have merely paraphrased the statements of the original ob¬ 
servers; indeed, one may go farther and say that some of the errors 
of today are the result of disregarding or misquoting the facts clearly 
set forth in these original treatises.” The book should be read 
by every member of the profession, not only by those grown old 
in the service, but by the youngsters who often need, and assuredly 
thus will secure, much needed stimulation to careful and pains¬ 
taking work. A. K. 


Progressive Medicine. A Quarterly Digest op Advances, 
Discoveries, and Improvements in the Medical and Surgical 
Sciences. Edited by Hobart Amory Hare, M.D., Professor of 
Materia Medicaand Therapeutics in the Jefferson Medical College. 
Assisted by H. R. M. Landis, M.D., Demonstrator of Clinical 
Medicine in the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. Vol. HI, 
1909; pp. 336. Philadelphia and New York: Lea & Febiger, 
1909. 

Volume III of Progressive Medicine for 1909 opens with an 
instructive account, comprising 106 pages, of diseases of the thorax 
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and its viscera, including the heart, lungs, and bloodvessels, by 
William Ewart. Special mention is made of tuberculosis, the respi¬ 
ratory gases and aerotherapeutics, the physical signs and examina¬ 
tion of the chest, pleural effusion, common colds, asthma, physical 
examination of the heart, heart strain and overstrain, arterioscle¬ 
rosis, the arterial wall and blood-pressure readings, etc. William 
Gottheil devotes 50 pages to dermatology and syphilis. Edward 
P. Davis devotes 124 pages to obstetrics, special mention being made 
of disorders and complications of the pregnant state, the toxemias 
of pregnancy, placenta pnevia, labor and its complications and 
their management, obstetrical surgery, and the management of 
the puerperal period. William G. Spiller devotes 49 pages to dis¬ 
eases of the nervous system, noting in particular tumors of the brain, 
aphasia, apoplexy, meningitis, cerebral syphilis, tabes dorsalis, 
poliomyelitis, neuritis, epilepsy, etc. The publication continues 
to merit the professional favor bestowed upon preceding issues. 

A.K. 


The Principles of Hygiene as Applied to Tropical and Sub¬ 
tropical Climates and the Principles of Personal Hygiene 
in them as Applied to Europeans. By W. J. R. Simpson, 
M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.H., formerly Health Officer of Calcutta; 
Lecturer on Tropical Hygiene at the London School of Tropical 
Medicine; and Professor of Hygiene, King’s College, London. 
Pp. 396; 98 illustrations. London: John Bale Sons & Daniels 
Son, 1908. 

This book deals essentially with the subject of hygiene as adapted 
to the requirements of the tropical British possessions. The dangers 
of the tropics and the differences in conditions there from those of the 
temperate zone are clearly pointed out. Practical, simple, and efficient 
advice is given how to escape these dangers and how to meet these 
differences. The book represents the application of sound, modern 
hygienic principles to the conditions of tropical countries. Emphasis 
is laid upon personal and domestic hygiene, while such subjects 
as the examination of water, communicable diseases, and sewage 
disposal are adequately treated. Laboratory methods are given in 
a concise and clear manner, and those that are both practical and 
useful in the tropics are included. However, there is for the most 
part a freedom of technical detail, and the clear simple style makes 
the book of value to a reader not possessing a highly technical 
training. The paragraphing is well arranged and makes the book 
suitable for purposes of reference. The many illustrations serve 
mainly to point out the worse features of the poor sanitation in the 
tropics, and to give plans for proper sanitary construction, as has 
been found especially useful in hot climates. The writer has gathered 
much useful information during his sojourn in the tropics, and the 



